
  THE NATIVITY OF JESUS CHRST 
  December 24, 2024 
  
 VOLUNTARY Variations on Vom Himmel hoch da komm ich her  Johann Pachelbel 
  (“From Heaven Above to Earth I Come”) (1653-1706)

  

 INTROIT There is no rose John Joubert 
   (1927-2019) 

  

There is no rose of such virtue 
As is the rose that bear Jesu: 

Alleluia. 
 

For in this rose contained was 
Heav’n and earth in little space: 
Res miranda (“Marvelous thing”) 

 

By that rose we may well see 
There be one God in Persons Three: 

Pares forma (“Of equal form”) 
 

Then leave we all this worldly mirth 
And follow we this joyous birth: 
Transeamus (“Let us cross over”) 

 

- 15th century 

 

 CANDLE PROCESSION   
  Please rise as the candle passes your pew. 
 

 CHRISTMAS PROCLAMATION 



 CAROL NO. 133  O Come, All Ye Faithful ADESTE FIDELES 
 

 1.  O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant. 
   O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem! 
   Come and behold him, born the King of angels! 
 

   O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 
   O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord! 
 

 2. Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation. 
   Sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above! 
   Glory to God, all glory in the highest! 
 

 3. Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning, 
   Jesus, to thee be all glory giv’n; 
   Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing! 

 LITANY 
 

The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all. 
Glory to God in the highest! 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 
Glory to God in the highest! 
For a child has been born for us, a Son has been given to us. 
Glory to God in the highest! 
He is Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
Glory to God in the highest! 
To us is born in the city of David a Savior, the Messiah, the Lord. 
Glory to God in the highest! 
And the Word became flesh and lived among us. 
Glory to God in the highest! 

  

  LESSON Luke 2:1-7 

   

 CAROL NO. 119  (SEATED)       Hark! The Herald Angels Sing MENDELSSOHN 

 

1. Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king. 
 Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 
 Joyful all ye nations, rise; join the triumph of the skies; 
 with the angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
 Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king!” 
  

2.  Christ, by highest heaven adored, Christ the everlasting Lord, 
 late in time behold him come, offspring of the virgin’s womb. 
 Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; hail the incarnate deity, 
 pleased in flesh with us to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel. 
 Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king!” 
  

3.  Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail the sun of righteousness! 
 Light and life to all he brings, ris’n with healing in his wings. 
 Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die, 
 born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth. 
 Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king!”  

  



 LESSON Luke 2:8-14 
  

 ANTHEM   Some Children See Him arr. Jay Rouse 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
—Wihla Hutson (1951) 

 

 LESSON Luke 2:15-20 
 

 CAROL 121  O Little Town of Bethlehem  ST. LOUIS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Some children see Him lily white,  
The baby Jesus born this night. 

Some children see Him lily white,  
With tresses soft and fair. 

 
Some children see Him bronzed and brown,  

Lord of Heaven to earth come down. 
Some children see Him bronzed and brown, 

With dark and heavy hair. 
 

Some children see Him almond-eyed, 
This savior whom we kneel beside. 

Some children see Him almond-eyed, 
With skin of yellow hue.  

Some children see Him dark as they, 
Sweet Mary’s Son to whom we pray. 
Some children see Him dark as they, 

And ah, they love Him too! 
 

The children in each different place 
Will see the baby Jesus’ face 

Like theirs, but bright with Heavenly grace 
And filled with holy light. 

 
O lay aside each earthly thing 

And with thy heart as offering. 
Come, worship now the infant King. 

‘Tis love that’s born tonight!  

1. O little town of Bethlehem, 
how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
the silent stars go by. 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
the everlasting light; 
the hopes and fears of all the years 
are met in thee tonight. 

2. For Christ is born of Mary 
and, gathered all above, 
while mortals sleep, the angels keep 
their watch of wondering love. 
O morning stars, together 
proclaim the holy birth, 
and praises sing to God the king, 
and peace to all on earth. 

3. How silently, how silently, 
the wondrous gift is given! 
So God imparts to human hearts 
the blessings of his heaven. 
No ear may hear his coming, 
but in this world of sin, 
where meek souls will receive him, 
still the dear Christ enters in. 

4. O holy child of Bethlehem, 
descend to us, we pray; 
cast out our sin and enter in; 
be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels 
the great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us; abide with us, 
our Lord Emmanuel! 



 SERMON Christmas Great and Small  John W. Wurster 
 

 CAROL NO. 113 Angels We Have Heard on High GLORIA 
 

                      1.  Angels we have heard on high, 
                                                         sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
                                                         and the mountains in reply 
                                                             echoing their joyous strains. 
                                                             Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
                                                             Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 

                                                   2. Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
   Why your joyous strains prolong? 
   What the gladsome tidings be 
   which inspire your heavenly song? 
   Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
   Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 

                                                3.  Come to Bethlehem and see 
   him whose birth the angels sing; 
   come, adore on bended knee 
   Christ, the Lord, the newborn King. 
   Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
   Gloria in excelsis Deo!  
  

 OFFERING           
  Gifts may be given anytime at www.saintphilip.net 
  or text “SPPC” to 73256 and follow the prompts 

 

 OFFERTORY ANTHEM  Cantique de Noël Adolphe Adam 
   (1803-1856)  

O holy night, the stars are brightly shining; 
It is the night of the dear Saviour's birth. 

Long lay the world in sin and error pining, 
Till He appeared and the soul felt its worth. 

 

A thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices, 
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn! 
Fall on your knees! O hear the angel voices! 

O night divine, O night when Christ was born! 
O night divine! O night, O night divine! 

 

Truly He taught us to love one another; 
His law is love and His gospel is peace. 

Chains shall He break, for the slave is our brother; 
And in His name all oppression shall cease. 

 

Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we; 
Let all within us praise His holy name. 

Christ is the Lord! Then ever, ever praise we! 
His power and glory evermore proclaim! 

 

--“Cantique de Noël” (Placide Cappeau, 1847),  
“O Holy Night” (John Sullivan Dwight, 1855)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
    

             INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE 
    

  GREAT THANKSGIVING AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
  The Lord be with you. 
  And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts. 
  We lift them to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
  

 It is truly right and our greatest joy to give thanks and praise . . .   
 Therefore we now join our voices with the choirs of heaven  
 and the faithful of every time and place who forever sing to the glory of your name: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 
  

   You are holy, O God of majesty . . . even as we remember the mystery of  faith: 
 

  
 
 
 
 O God, once again, pour out your Holy Spirit . . .   
  With the confidence of the children of God, we pray as Jesus taught: 

  
 Our Father who art in heaven,   
  hallowed be thy name.    
 Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven.   
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
  and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  
  and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.   
 For thine is the  kingdom and the power,  
  and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

  
 
 
  
  



 THE BREAKING OF BREAD AND THE SHARING OF GOD’S GIFTS 
 

   COMMUNION SOLO Schließe mein Herze Johann Sebastian Bach 

  from Christmas Oratorio, BWV 248 (1685-1750) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-transl. Michael Marissen and Daniel R. Melamed 

 

 THE GOSPEL OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST                  John 1 (selected verses) 
   

 PASSING OF LIGHT 
 Please keep lit candles upright as you pass the light.  

 

 CAROL  122                    Silent Night, Holy Night STILLE NACHT 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 CHRISTMAS BLESSING 
 

    VOLUNTARY   In dulci jubilo J.S. Bach
  BWV 729  

   
Please extinguish candles. 

1. Silent night, holy night! 
 All is calm, all is bright 
 round yon virgin mother and child. 
 Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
 sleep in heavenly peace,  
 sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

2.  Silent night, holy night! 
 Shepherds quake at the sight. 
 Glories stream from heaven afar, 
 heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia! 
 Christ, the Savior, is born!  
 Christ, the Savior, is born! 
 

3.  Silent night, holy night! 
 Son of God, love’s pure light 
 radiant beams from thy holy face 
 with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
 Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, 
 Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
 

4. Silent night, holy night!  
 Wondrous star, lend thy light; 
 With the angels let us sing.  
 Alleluia to our King; 
 Christ the Savior is born,  
 Christ the Savior is born. 

Schliesse, mein Herze, dies selige Wunder                  
Fest in deinem Glauben ein! 

Lasse dies Wunder, die göttlichen Werke, 
Immer zur Stärke 

Deines schwachen Glaubens sein! 

My heart, seal this blessed marvel [of Christ’s advent] 
Steadfastly within your faith. 
Let this marvel, the divine deeds, 
Be ever [a means] for [increasing] the strength 
Of your weak faith. 



WORSHIP NOTES 
 Please stand, if able. Bold type indicates congregational responses.  
 

Communion is served tonight by intinction. Please come to the stations via the center aisle, receive a piece of bread, 
dip it into the chalice of grape juice or take a small cup of grape juice from the tray. Return to your seat via the side 
aisles. Please indicate to the servers if you’d like gluten-free bread. Persons with difficulty coming  forward can be 
served in the pews by signaling the servers. Because the table of Jesus Christ is open to all, everyone is welcome to 
receive communion tonight. 
 

SERVING TONIGHT 
Pastors  
Keatan King, Omar Rouchon and John Wurster 
 
Musicians  
Matthew Dirst, organist    |   Erika Johnson, cellist   |   St. Philip Choir   |   Julia Fox, soprano    
Cecilia Duarte, mezzo-soprano   |   Justin Langham, director of music 
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Merry Christmas 
Thank you to those who have contributed poinsettias this Christmas to adorn our chancel. 

Given by: Those we honor: 

Linda Bevill The members of the Stewardship Committee 

Bob & Bebe Burns The St. Philip Staff 

Tom & Barbara Cavanaugh Our family 

David & Sherri Dees The birth of Willa Leone Dees 

Elizabeth Duerr The music staff, singers, ringers, and instrumentalists 

Elizabeth Duerr The pastoral staff 

McNair Johnson Sunday school teachers & youth group leaders 

Suzanne & David Kerr Our 3 fine pastors 

Walter & Margaret King Our wonderful St. Philip staff members  

Mary McGuire Angelina Fonseca-Grewal for leadership this past year on 

Bonnie & Greg Moore Our children, Zach, Clint, & Audra 

Bonnie & Greg Moore Our grandchildren, Sebastian, & #2 in June 

Glenna Scott Wendell & Mary Scott 

David & Hallie Spence Mary Linda Williams 

Hope Wilmarth Our grandchildren: Isabelle, Jeb, Arden, Gertrude, Clara 

Anne & Butch Wilson Angelina Fonseca-Grewal for leadership this past year on 

John Wurster & Deb Burks Marilyn & Sarah Burks 



Given by: Those we remember: 

Sally S. Alcorn Fred C. Alcorn 

Sally S. Alcorn Cecile & Carl Stuebing 

Bob & Lee Ardell Our parents 

Selena Brinegar Julissa Claire Howe 

Selena Brinegar Uncle, Doug Pickens 

Selena Brinegar Grandparents, Helen & Clyde Pickens, Gene Martin 

Pete & Florence Bunch JoEllen, Gene, & Dorothy 

Kate Burkart Susan Estill 

David & Nancy Castro Our parents, Elwood & Nancy Vogt 

David & Nancy Castro Our parents, Rev. Vincent and Margaret Castro 

Jane Cooper Lillian Bantau 

Jane Cooper Dan Cooper 

Jane Cooper Katy Mason 

Liz Crowell My mother, Fannie Scott Tapper 

Elizabeth Duerr Susan Estill 

Elizabeth Duerr Sue & Bill Baier 

Janet & Carl Eskridge John & Rita Hannah 

David & Joyce Fox Jack Fox 

David & Joyce Fox Dan Flowers 

Teri & Tom Hall Capt. & Mrs. William A Racette (Teri's parents) 

Teri & Tom Hall Mr. & Mrs. William Barnes Hall (Tom's parents) 

Jane Lee Bill Lee 

Jane Lee Mary Bratton & Susan Estill 

Jim & Susan Leonard Beedie & Stanley Heaps 

Jim & Susan Leonard James Henry Leonard V 

Jim & Susan Leonard Doris Leach Leonard 

Jim & Susan Leonard James Henry Leonard Jr. 

Jim and Nancy Lomax Delores & J.W. Lomax 

Jane Malczewskyj Loved Ones 

Celie Matteson Parents: Pete & Gussie Heilbron 

Jan Meyer My Parents, Don & Valerie Meyer 

Dale Miller Barger Miller 

Dale Miller Louise Porter 

Barbara Runge Rusty Howard 

Barbara Runge Eugene & Ruth Howard 

Barbara Runge Glen & Affie Tate 

Barbara Runge Bill & Martha Runge 

Barbara Runge Trudy Cleveland 

Barbara Runge Velma Guy Tolbert 

David & Hallie Spence Paxton Williams 

Karen St. Laurent Susan Estill 

Julie Wangler Thomas Wangler 

Hope Wilmarth Lance 

Ruena Wood My husband, Dr. Rev. Stuart Wood, and his past years of 

ministry for God’s glory 

John Wurster & Deb Burks Darnall Burks 


